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Your inheritance - is it in safe 

hands? 

 

Dear John  

 

From a legal point of view, does it 

matter which of your parents dies 

first? 

 

JB, Boston 

 

 

Dear JB 

 

I am being asked this by more and more adult children now that 

euthanasia is lawful in certain parts of the world. 

 

I think we should take a tip from nature, where the male generally 

goes first. This is because the death of a spouse can feel like a 

release for many husbands to allow them to pursue a drunken and 

extravagantly, reckless old age funded by your inheritance often, I 

am afraid, involving some floozy. 
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Whereas a mother tends to live a quiet life contemplating the happy 

years spent with her departed husband. Unless of course he hasn’t 

left her enough money and then there is a good chance she will go all 

out to find a rich substitute.  A mother can irrationally believe that 

if she does not perform you may put her in a home or some budget 

accommodation. I am exaggerating here, as you may not listen to 

your wife at all about the budget accommodation, but you get the 

point.  

 

If the mother chooses wisely and manages to outlive the second 

husband, there is a good chance she may inherit and leave it all to 

you. It may be better at that stage to cash in while you are ahead 

and have your mother put your inheritance in a trust with you as the 

appointor, trustee and beneficiary to ward off any gold digging third 

husbands. 

 

Therefore, legally, it is best to keep your mother going with regular 

exercise and keep her away from the chocolates and gin.  

 

JF 
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John Fytit is the name of the central cartoon charter in Law & 

Disorder cartoons which started in Hong Kong in 1992. He is 

from the fictitious Hong Kong firm Fytit & Loos (pronounced 

“Fight it and Lose”). A very unsuccessful name as people read 

“Fytit” as “Fit it”. The International Problem Page started in 

2005.  

 

© Paul Brennan 2011. All rights reserved. Extract from John 

Fytit’s International Legal Problem Page. For more go 

to   http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/legaladvicepage.html 

 

 

 

How to make a humorous speech : 

The opening 

  

A good opening can either make or 

break a speech. I have given the 

same speech to two different 

audiences, one laughed and the other 

didn’t.  
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Here are five things to do to have a successful opening: 

 

• It is always good to have someone introducing you 

(“Introducer”).  They are either funny and warm up the audience 

or make the audience long for you to take over. Usually the 

Introducer has not prepared too much in advance so I give them 

a printed introduction. I do not mind if they use it word for 

word or just some of it. The object of the introduction is not to 

list every achievement that you have made since Junior School 

however enjoyable that could be but to say things about you that 

the audience may relate to their own experience. A rule of 

thumb is if you think that something you have done is cool, it 

probably isn’t to the audience.  

 

• Find out about the Introducer. There is usually something about 

them that the audience knows which has humorous potential  e.g. 

they are an accountant or it is their wedding anniversary.  

 

• If the audience expects you to be funny, it is easier to make 

them laugh.  However, if you do not wish to take the chance to 

announce that you are going to be funny you need to be funny 

early on in the speech.  For instance, open with a one liner. If 

you are in a profession in which people do not immediately 
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expect you to be funny, you can put three one liners together 

one after another.  It works for me and by the 3rd one liner 

people do usually laugh.  

 

• You can ditch the prepared opening if something else becomes 

more appropriate.  I find that this happens a lot but often I still 

use the one liners at some stage as I make sure that they are 

appropriate to the audience and often I have used them before 

and know that they work.  

 

• Whenever you get a chance to address an audience, practice an 

opening. You may be a member of a club where week after week 

you go round the room introducing yourself in the same way, use 

this opportunity to practice your one liners and openings or try 

to make a funny comment about what other people have said. 

Audiences appreciate humour which appears off the cuff and is 

about one of them.  

  

Is this hard work? Well yes, it is the way I do it. However, just a 5 

minute conversation with your host can give you some good material 

and if it stops you feeling like a compete pillock it is worth it.   
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Extract from How to Make a Funny Legal Presentation ....... and 

other things that they did not teach you at law school.  A book 

by Paul Brennan to be released shortly.   

 

For books, eBooks and CDs by Paul Brennan go to 

www.lawanddisorder.com.au/books.html.  

 

 

 

How to make a humorous speech : 

The Closing 

  

Some people are never at a loss for 

something to say which is very useful 

in making a speech but not so good if 

you have to live with them. Now, if 

you are like me, towards the end of 

the speech you hope that a funny 

ending will turn up but without 

preparation, often you run out of things to say and stop. It can sound 

like you are running out of battery power. Even if you try and round 

it off with “that’s about it” or “any questions” it doesn’t really work 

if you are giving a humorous speech when it is best to end with 
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something funny. Even if you have plenty to say for yourself this can 

be a challenge.  

 

So, you need to plan in advance, a way to end the speech. This is hard 

as by that time you have just about exhausted everything you had to 

say and the end of the speech is no time to be launching into an 

involved story. So you are looking for some sort of closing line and if 

it is going to raise the sort of laugh that you would like it has to be 

pretty good.  

 

The problem is that you have used all preparation time up getting up 

to the close rather than working on it. To avoid this I tend to take 

the best part of my opening and use it as a closing line then prepare 

something else for the opening. It is often a quotation or a 

reference to someone in the audience or the person introducing me. 

Once you have something prepared something better often turns up. 

 

To see a quick video of the Queen's Tour of the Guinness 

Brewery in Dublin go to www.youtube.com/watch?v=loSa5DVCRYA  

sent to me by a very funny motivational speaker, Sergio Carlo 

Maresca (www.maresca.com.au) who last month was at Terri 

Cooper's Networking Event (www.terricooper.com.au). 
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© Paul Brennan is a business and property lawyer on the Sunshine 

Coast, Queensland.  Both "Deals and disputes".  

 

 

 

Close encounters 

 

This year, my 29th Wedding 

Anniversary was on a Sunday. The 

Friday before, I had flowers 

delivered to my wife and went home 

early from work. By the Friday 

evening, we were not speaking to 

each other.  

 

It is best to start anniversary preparations early to allow for cooling 

off periods. 

 

We had met 31 years before at a New Year’s Eve Party. She was at 

Law School and I had just returned from Canada. At the stroke of 

midnight, we kissed, she was stunning but it being midnight, we being 

strangers, we parted without saying a word.  
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I was under the mistletoe with another attendee when I sensed 

someone was interfering with my trousers. I looked down and there 

she was again tugging at a piece of wool which was attached to my 

zipper.  

 

Her woollen dress had somehow got caught and, as I had moved away, 

we remained connected by a long strand of wool which unravelled 

from her dress. She was trying to retrieve it. 

 

Of course, in those days, if this sort of thing happened you were 

expected to marry. 

 

It is the best thing that I have ever done and once we were speaking 

again, I told her.  

  

© Paul Brennan 2011. All rights reserved. Paul and Diane 

Brennan are happily married and have four children. 
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This month Paul Brennan was interviewed about Wills by broadcaster, 

journalist, author (The Incumbent) and humourist Phil Dobbie for a 

program which goes out on the CBS network.  

 

For information on the interview with Paul Brennan go to  

www.bnetau.com.au/blog/aussierules/a-legal-guide-to-dying-

btalk/8490 

 

For information on Phil Dobbie’s book The Incumbent go to 

www.amazon.com/The-Incumbent-

ebook/dp/B005HSPMC6/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1314512616&s

r=8-1 
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Suggestions for last minute free 

Father's Day gifts: 

 

• To download this A4 Father's Day 

Legal Cartoon go to 

www.lawanddisorder.com.au/E4401

dadlawyer_000.jpg.  

 

You can print it out in colour on 

the office printer on the way home.  

 

• For a short video clip of Legal Advice to fathers of how to deal 

with their childrens' requests for money go to 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2RSqNwSDmE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer:  

The content of the Law & Disorder eZine is to give you legal basics and in some instances included unashamedly to try 

and make you laugh.  In law it is sometimes difficult to work out what is serious and what is just for fun.  Therefore, if 

you plan to do anything legal, rely on your own lawyer’s advice or instruct me to look at the particular facts of your 

case.  Not only will I deny responsibility for the legal content but also for some of the jokes.

 


