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Taxi Drivers and Tasers  

 

A policeman in England tasered a blind man, 

mistaking his white cane for a Samurai 

sword. The police do not always get it right. 

 

Recently, a taxi driver drove off with my 

bag. The cab company sent texts to the 

driver who did not reply. As the days 

passed, I advised myself that even if it 

wasn't returned, it contained little of value 

and to pursue it was a waste of my time and 

energy. However, despite my advice, I 

decided to pursue this matter as one of principle. Lawyers ignore irritatingly, sensible 

legal advice too. 

 

Now, if you have seen the film Saving Private Ryan you will know how important it 

became for me to get that bag back home and the lengths to which I was prepared to 

go. 

 

The industry’s Taxi Complaint Line promised an investigation would begin within 14 

days. In these days of privacy no one could divulge to me the driver’s name, cab rank 

or even his number.  In fact taxi drivers use numbers rather than names to protect 

them from harassment/violence by their passengers. I had not realized how 

important this was to them. 
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The Police Complaint Line were determined to keep the crime rate down by recording 

this as an incident rather than a crime. They suggested that the driver may have 

forgotten the destination address, or he left the bag in the cab where it was stolen 

by person or persons unknown. I found myself thinking that he may have failed to 

read the label with my name and telephone number (possibly due to illiteracy). 

 

On day five, two police officers confronted the driver at his home and seized the 

bag. The driver was as surprised as I was. 

 

Could the police have done this any better? What, with a Taser you mean? 

 

© Paul Brennan 2011. All rights reserved.  

 

For books, eBooks and CDs by Paul Brennan go to 

www.lawanddisorder.com.au/books.html. It's an easy way to learn legal basics 

for time poor business owners. 
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WIN EASY IP-THE MOVIE 
 

  

 

Go to www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?title=are-you-ip-savvy-quiz to 

take the 3 minute "Are you Legally IP Savvy" Quiz. 

 

Advise us of your score by email info@lawanddisorder.com.au, fax (61) 7 5438 8836 

or telephone (61) 7 5438 8199 to be entered into a competition in which the top 5 

scores will be awarded a free copy of Easy IP - The Movie. 
 

 

For more information and to order, go to www.lawanddisorder.com.au/easyipdvd.html  

 

 

This competition closes on 1 December 2012.  

 

 

For the rules of the competition go to www.lawanddisorder.com.au/ipcomprules.html  

 

 

 

If you have an IP related legal problem speak to a lawyer. 

 

 
Disclaimer:  

The content of the Law & Disorder eZine is to give you legal basics and in some instances included unashamedly to try and make 

you laugh.  In law it is sometimes difficult to work out what is serious and what is just for fun.  Therefore, if you plan to do 

anything legal, rely on your own lawyer’s advice or instruct me to look at the particular facts of your case.  Not only will I deny 

responsibility for the legal content but also for some of the jokes.
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