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Advice to mothers in law on making their Wills 

Dear John  

I have appointed my son as Executor of 

my Will as he is devoted to me. However, 

I am concerned that he has fallen under 

the influence of my daughter in law who 

has asked me if I had any objection to a 

“Cardboard Coffin”.   

Is there any legal obligation on the 

Executor not to be too cheap with the 

funeral arrangements? 

Worried mother 

Dear Worried Mother 

 

You are right to be concerned, I understand that Edith Piaf’s mother was put out 

with the trash. 

You could express a wish in your Will for either cremation or burial but usually that 

does not bind the Executor.  

Whereas, your Will makes specific directions for the disposal of your money and 

other assets, your body is not really property as such, and therefore it is up to your 
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Executor as to how it should be disposed of, within reason. Health departments and 

courts can, in certain circumstances, deter some of the more enthusiastic means of 

disposal favoured by daughters in law, such as “sky burial”. 

However, careful wording of the Will can alleviate some of your concerns. A clause 

such as “I leave $5000 to a donkey sanctuary unless I am buried in a solid oak coffin” 

should suffice. It does not need to be oak and can be any other material, although I 

would caution against any precious metals e.g. gold or silver, as even a clause 

specifying “and remains there” can be ignored. 

I find that once this method is explained to clients even the most conservative life 

can be celebrated with professional mourners, a horse drawn hearse, or apologies 

read out by certain relatives at the graveside. 

Finally, a court would find that as Executor this is your son’s decision alone and your 

daughter in law should make that quite clear to him. 

J.F. 

(c) Paul Brennan 2013. All rights reserved. Extract from John Fytit’s 

International Legal Problem Page. For more go 

to http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/legaladvicepage.html. Also, Paul is the 

author of The Legal Guide to Dying...Baby Boomers Edition which you can 

download from Amazon. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sky_burial
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/bioPaulBrennan.html
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/legaladvicepage.html
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/legaladvicepage.html
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/legaladvicepage.html
http://www.amazon.com/Legal-dying-Baby-Boomer-Edition-ebook/dp/B004IPQDXG/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1366441857&sr=8-1&keywords=legal+guide+to+dying
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Join Your Local Witch Hunt   

Those of us who have not followed life 

with sufficient gravitas to become a judge, 

can always righteously adopt a serious 

cause and seek elevation to a commission 

or investigating committee. For others 

with a shorter attention span, the advent 

of social media offers mobs opportunities 

that the French Revolutionaries could only 

dream of. 

In 1953 The Crucible, a play by Arthur Miller likened the House Un-American 

Activities Committee (HUAC) to the Salem Witch trials of 1692. Hollywood operated 

a blacklist for celebrities falling foul of the HUAC such as Charlie Chaplin, Orson 

Wellesand Paul Robeson all of whom had to go overseas to work. 

Miller was suspected of being a communist and in 1954 the HUAC denied him a 

passport for the London opening of his play. 

  

In 1956 Miller married Marilyn Monroe and was subpoenaed to appear before the 

HUAC. Miller did not wish to name, names and the Chairman seemed to agree to defer 

that question. Miller then gave an account of his own involvement with Communism as 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-6KyFtFX8A
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Chaplin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orson_Welles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orson_Welles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Robeson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marilyn_Monroe
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a writer under a pseudonym. He was later convicted of contempt for refusing to name 

names and was sentenced to a fine of $500 or 30 days imprisonment. He was 

blacklisted and disallowed a US passport. He appealed and his conviction was 

overturned as the Chairman’s concession made it unclear that a prosecution would 

follow. 

  

Witch hunts are just as popular today be it retired light entertainment celebrities, 

priests, climate change sceptics or anybody appearing to step over the bounds of 

political correctness. Everyone is entitled to an opinion on these topics provided it is 

the right one or they keep it to themselves, otherwise they are attacked too. Names 

(right or wrong) are named and vilified.  

Amid this there are people like Miller who dared to lampoon and Napoleon who 

perhaps more satisfyingly turned the cannon on the mob, while sensible people do 

nothing and keep their opinions to themselves. 

 What can you do about it? Well, if you are like me, nothing. 

 

(c) Paul Brennan 2013. All rights reserved. 

For legal books, eBooks, DVDs, and audio books go to: 

http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/books.html. 

 

http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/bioPaulBrennan.html
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/books.html


 

6 
 
 
 

 

                 GRAND OPENING 

               The 

     Legal Briefs Boutique 

- the ultimate accessory for success in the law 

 

Insert this link in your browser http://www.cafepress.com/legalbriefsboutique if 

it does not automatically connect. 

Impress your clients and colleagues with your commitment to the law, right down 

to your smalls, with captions such as: 

“Cautious lawyer" - “Please rely on your own judgement and advice”, 

“Property lawyer” - “quiet enjoyment” 

“Sexy property lawyer (limited edition) ” - “quiet enjoyment please” 

“Legal Receptionist” – “Please hold” 

 

COMPETITION 

To celebrate the Opening of the New Legal Briefs Boutique   and to help us to cover 

every area of law we want you to suggest suitable captions for the area of law 

which most interests you. Captions are to be of no more than 10 words. 

THE BEST CAPTION WILL WIN one pair of legal briefs bearing the winning 

caption together with an autographed copy of 101 Reasons to Kill all the Lawyers 

–That Part which Laws or Lawyers can Cause or Cure to be launched in Sydney 

on 4th July 2013 (see below). 

http://www.cafepress.com/LegalBriefsBoutique
http://www.cafepress.com/LegalBriefsBoutique
http://www.cafepress.com/LegalBriefsBoutique
http://www.cafepress.com/legalbriefsboutique
http://www.cafepress.com/LegalBriefsBoutique


 

7 
 
 
 

To enter send a suitable caption to the Editor at info@lawanddisorder.com.au on 

or before 25 July 2013.  The winner shall be announced in the August 2013 

issue of the Law & Disorder eZine. 

Go to http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/comprules.html  to read the rules of 

the competition which shall be binding on all entrants.  

Only subscribers to the Law & Disorder eZine can enter however subscription is 

free and immediate at http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/ezine.html. 

 

Obvious Risks 

 

I am in the process of teaching my 19 

year old daughter how to drive. I viewed 

this as a reasonably safe pursuit until 

the other day when we tried 

roundabouts. My experience of teaching 

my other three children to drive flashed 

before me and I realised that this was a 

dangerous activity with obvious risks for 

fathers. As is the case so often in law, 

the answer involves hot air. Go to 

http://www.eglobaltravelmedia.com.au/2-

headline-news/you-fly-at-your-own-risk-why-passengers-injured-on-joy-flights-hot-

air-ballooning-and-skydiving-have-no-claim-for-compensation.html for the article of 

lawyer, Tony Cordato. 

If you have a legal article, go to http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/registerezine.html for 

the submission guidelines.     

mailto:info@lawanddisorder.com.au
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/comprules.html
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/comprules.html
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/comprules.html
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/ezine.html
http://www.101reasonstokillallthelawyers.com/2011/04/92-they-are-lousy-drivers.html
http://www.101reasonstokillallthelawyers.com/2011/04/92-they-are-lousy-drivers.html
http://www.eglobaltravelmedia.com.au/2-headline-news/you-fly-at-your-own-risk-why-passengers-injured-on-joy-flights-hot-air-ballooning-and-skydiving-have-no-claim-for-compensation.html
http://www.eglobaltravelmedia.com.au/2-headline-news/you-fly-at-your-own-risk-why-passengers-injured-on-joy-flights-hot-air-ballooning-and-skydiving-have-no-claim-for-compensation.html
http://www.eglobaltravelmedia.com.au/2-headline-news/you-fly-at-your-own-risk-why-passengers-injured-on-joy-flights-hot-air-ballooning-and-skydiving-have-no-claim-for-compensation.html
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/registerezine.html
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SYDNEY BOOK LAUNCH 

  101 REASONS TO KILL 

ALL THE LAWYERS 

 

 

–That Part which Laws or Lawyers can 

Cause or Cure 

will be launched on Thursday 4th July 

2013 at 12.30pm at the lunch of 

theRotary Club of North Sydney, North 

Sydney Leagues Club. 

To book to attend the lunch at a cost of 

$35.00 please contact Jenny Thomas  

0412 210 084  

email:jmexec@bigpond.net.au  

RSVP: 28 June 13 

 

 

For more information go to:  

http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/101reasonsbook.html.  

 

 

Disclaimer:  

 

The content of the Law & Disorder eZine is to give you legal basics and in some instances included unashamedly to try and make 

you laugh.  In law it is sometimes difficult to work out what is serious and what is just for fun.  Therefore, if you plan to do 

anything legal, rely on your own lawyer’s advice or instruct me to look at the particular facts of your case.  Not only will I deny 

responsibility for the legal content but also for some of the jokes. 

mailto:jmexec@bigpond.net.au
http://www.lawanddisorder.com.au/101reasonsbook.html

